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Ten thousand Israelis and Arabs demonstrate in Tel Aviv.                                                                                                               Jan. 4, 2009

Protests by Arabs and Jews in Israel
Analysis and reports from Jewish Peace News

From Rela Mazali: Israeli news 
ñfarteiched und farbesseredòðTo 
read the English internet version of 
Haaretz of January 4th, you wouldnôt 
know that some ten thousand marchers 
had protested their governmentôs policy 
and attack on Gaza the night before in 
Tel Aviv or that earlier that day, many 
tens of thousands (some estimates have 
quoted 70 to 100 thousand), Jews and 
Palestinian Arab citizens of Israel, 
marched their protest through the Arab 
town of Sakhnin in the Galilee. 

Theyôre not part of the reality 
constructed by Haaretzôs English 
website. On January 4th, one 
headlineûtopping an item picked up 
from Associated Press read: ñProtesters 
across Europe urge Israel to end 
attacks on Gaza Stripò with no mention 
of domestic protests. Haaretz, mind you, 
is the newspaper often cited as a central 
example of Israelôs relatively critical and 
truthful media.

Though the Hebrew website 
published items on both the above 
protests above, Haaretzôs report on 
the Tel Aviv march was headlined: 
ñHundreds demonstrated throughout the 
country in protestò. The article actually 
says that, ñthousands participated in 
a protest march in Tel Avivò and that 
ñtens of thousands of demonstratorsò 
protested in Sakhnin (my translation), 
but the dismissive ñhundredsò of the 
headline might well convince you to skip 
such insigniýcant details. Today, one 
day later, as Iôm writing this analysis, the 
Hebrew website of Haaretz no longer 
features even this headline; it can only 

be accessed via the archive and the item 
itself is only available for purchase.

 A powerful ñdie-inò staged on Friday, 
January 3rd, by about 20 activists, at the 
entrance to an air force base situated 
in the posh northern Tel Aviv quarter 
known as ñTochnit Lamedò , hasnôt 
been reported on to date by Haaretz in 
English, though the English version of 
Ynet carried an item on it.  In Mondayôs 
print version in Hebrew Haaretz included 
a ñboxò brieþy reporting on this action, 
which is absent from both the Hebrew 
and English websites.

 This is just a quick and superýcial 
survey of how reality is ýltered, 
ñfarteiched und farbesseredò (abridged 
and improved, as a Yiddish adapter is 
reputed to have claimed of his rendering 
of Shakespeare) by Israeli media, in 
translation to English.

 

From Rebecca Vilkomerson: 
The arrest and aftermath of the 19 

activists from Anarchists Against the Wall 
who did a ñdie inò at Tel Avivôs air force 
base, was extraordinary. [Ynet reported 
that the activists wore white clothing and 
ñpoured red paint on themselvesò before 
laying down to block the gate to the Sde 
Dov military airýeld. Other protesters 
held up signs addressing the IDF pilots 
saying, ñYou are returning with blood on 
your hands.ò An activist told Ynet: ñWe 
came here to prevent air crews and pilots 
from taking off to bombard civilians in 
Gaza. Over 400 Palestinians have been 
killed in recent days in this operation, 
which wonôt bring security to either of the 
sides.

ñWe staged a non-violent 
demonstration here to get the message 
against the militaryôs violence across,ò 
he added.] 

There is a video of the arrest (in 
Hebrew) and it clearly shows them 
being ordered to move to the sidewalk, 
doing so, and then being arrested 
anyway .  They were held for an un-
precedented three days before being 
charged, and in the meantime activistsô 
homes have been entered, computers 
have been taken, and even additional 
arrests have been made by the police. 
The Anarchists have been one of the 
most effective groups working against 
the Occupation, and my sense is that 
the state is taking this opportunity to 
both to try to deter others from civil 
disobedience as well as try to do 
damage to the group, under cover of the 
invasion and less outcry on invasions 
of civil liberties in a ñdemocracy.ò  It 
is also important to note that there 
are reports that numerous Palestinian 
Israelis have been arrested from their 
homes as well since the invasion 
began, but there has been no focus (at 
least in the English or Hebrew press) 
on these actions whatsoever.

Gush Shalom: Report on 
Saturday nightôs demonstrationð 
At the same time as Ehud Barak was 
ordering the army to start the bloody 
ground offensive against Gaza, some 
ten thousand protesters from all over 
Israel marched in Tel-Aviv in a massive 
demonstration against the war. All four 
lanes of Ibn Gvirol St., one of the cityôs 
main throughfares, were packed full of 
demonstrators who marched the two 
kiolometres from the Rabin Square to 
the Cinemateque, chanting and waving 
banners all the way.

ñOne does not build an election 
campaign over the dead bodies of 
children!ò shouted the protesters in 
Hebrew rhymes. ñOrphans and widows 
are not election propaganda!ò, ñOlmert, 
Livni and Barak war is no game!ò ñAll 
cabinet ministers are war criminals!!ò 
Barak, Barak, donôt worry we shall 
meet you in The Hague!ò ñEnough, 
enough speak with Hamas!ò

The written posters were similar. 
Some of them paraphrased Barakĭs 
election slogans: ñBarak is not friendly, 
he is a murderer!ò (The original Barak 
slogan says: ñBarak is not friendly, he 
is a leader!) Also: ñNo to the Election 
War, 2009!ò and ñThe six-Knesset-seat 
war!ò an allusion to the polls which 
showed that in the ýrst days of the war 
Barakôs Labor Party has gained six 
prospective seats.

The demonstration took place after 
a ýght with the police, which tried to 
prevent or at least limit it, arguing 
that they would not be able to stop 

right-wing rioters from attacking it. Among 
other things, the police demanded that 
the organizers undertake to prevent 
the hoisting of Palestinian þags. The 
organizers petitioned the High Court of 
Justice, which decided that the Palestinian 
þag is legal and ordered the police to 
protect the demonstration from rioters,

The demonstration was decided upon 
by Gush Shalom and 20 other peace 
organizations, including the Womenĭs 
Coalition for Peace, Anarchists Against the 
Wall, Hadash, the Alternative Information 
Center and New Proýle. Meretz and 
Peace Now did not participate ofýcially, 
but many of their members showed up. 
Some thousand Arab citizens from the 
north arrived in 20 buses straight from 
the big demonstration of the Arab public 
which had taken place in Sakhnin.

The organizers themselves were 
surprised by the large number of 
protesters.

ñA week after the start of Lebanon 
War II, we succeeded in mobilizing only 
1000 demonstrators against it. The fact 
that today there came 10,000 proves 
that the opposition to the war is much 
stronger this time. If Barak goes on with 
his plans, public opinion may completely 
turn against the war in a few days.ò

The giant Gush Shalom banner said in 
Hebrew, Arabic and English: ñStop Killing! 
Stop the Siege! Stop the occupation!ò The 
slogan of the demonstration called for the 
end of the blockade and an immediate 
cease-ýre.

On the day of the protest, the extreme 
Right mobilized their forces in order to 
break up the demonstration by force. 
The police made a great effort to prevent 
riots, and the one-mile march from 
Rabin Square to Cinematheque Square 
proceeded relatively quietly. However, 
when the protesters started to disperse, in 
accordance with the agreement with the 
police, a large crowd of rightists started 
to attack them. The police, which till then 
had been keeping the two camps apart, 
disappeared from the scene. 

Protesters block IDF air base entrance.
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mainly from my area (Tel Aviv).
The media is barely covering it, but 

as a Tel Avivian friend told me, she was 
hardly aware of the protests against 
the war until 10000 people passed by 
her house chanting slogans like (my 
favorite) - ñArabs and Jews refuse to 
be enemies.ò Since many Arabs bused 
into Tel Aviv to be present, this felt 
especially poignant.

Tom Segev wrote in his column this 
week that ñOn April 5, 1956, Israel 
bombed the marketplace in the center 
of Gaza City. Fifty civilians were killed 
in that attack, including women and 
children. Then foreign minister Moshe 
Sharett thought it was a ñsavage and 
stupidò operation. But David Ben-
Gurion, the prime minister and defense 
minister, and Moshe Dayan, the Israel 
Defense Forces chief of staff, believed 
the Egyptian president, Gamal Abdel 
Nasser, sought to destroy Israel and 
therefore his regime must be toppled, 
via a defeat in a comprehensive war. 
Therefore, the ministers followed a 
policy designed to increase tension and 
escalation, to the brink of warò. This was 
52 years ago! whereas this market in 
Gaza was attacked last week .

We can either continue to accept 
this logic, that killing hundreds of 
people will ñteach them a lessonò, or 
we can demand a complete change 
of policy ï  a real honest attempt to 
end the occupation in both Gaza and 
the West Bank, dismantling settlements 
instead of building new ones, allowing 
people access to health care, food, 
higher education, travel abroad and the 
right to choose their own government 
democratically just like everyone else. 
To all those who say ñthere is no choiceò 
ï  why is killing 500 people, very few of 
whom were engaged in ýring rockets, 
even considered a legitimate choice? 
where is this leading to? only to the 
death and wounding of more Palestinian 
and Israeli soldiers and civilians. 

Enough is enough. Get up, 
stand up. ~ Jewish Peace News 
editors: Joel Beinin, Racheli Gai, Rela 
Mazali, Sarah Anne Minkin, Judith 
Norman, Lincoln Shlensky, Rebecca 
Vilkomerson, Alistair Welchman. Jewish 
Peace News archive and blog: http:
//www.jewishpeacenews.net
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The rioters then encircled the last of 
the protesters, harassing them, pushing 
them about and at a certain point started 
to besiege the Cinematheque building, 
where some of the last protesters had 
found refuge. They tried to break into 
the building, threatening to ñýnish offò 
the protesters, but at the last moment 
some police arrived and protected the 
entrance. The rioters stayed around for 
a long time.

From Tom Pessah, Israeli activist 
and JPN [Jewish Peace News] reader: 
(I am writing in English for the beneýt of 
our friends outside Israel, to encourage 
them to continue speaking out to get the 
world to respond to this. I assume most 
of my Israeli friends can follow this).

There is a huge number of protests 
going on around the country.  One of 
the most impressive was outside a 
base of the airforce, to remind pilots 
that they are actually killing people, not 
just bombing targets. In this protest 21 
people were arrested, some of whom 
have been in jail for several days.

A signiýcant development is that 
parts of the zionist left, such as Meretz 
and Peace Now, have joined the calls 
for an immediate halt to the war. Several 
thousands protested last night in Tel 
Aviv, and thousands more demonsrated 
in Sakhnin earlier that day, in what is 
seen as the biggest protest in the 
Arab sector for many years. Not 
enough to stop the land invasion, but 
public opinion is turning in our direction.

The counter-protestors yesterday 
told us we had no right to an opinon, 
since we donôt live in Sderot. It brought 
me great satisfaction to tell them of the 
petition by Sderot civilians against the 
war....

Yesterday I spoke with M., a 20-year 
old student at the Hebrew university, 
who is planning a vigil this week in 
her campus. This is her ýrst semester 
ever. In Jaffa, Palestinian activists 
are undergoing serious intimidation, 
including being woken up at night by 
the police for trumped up charges, and 
then released without being accused 
of anything. In spite of this they are 
continually protesting: last week they set 
up a mourning site for the civilians who 
died in Gaza, on Saturday many of them 
came to demonstrate in Tel Aviv, and on 
Tuesday another protest is planned 
in Jaffa. The police initially said that it 
would ban Saturdayôs demonstration if 
participants were to wave Palestinian 
þags, and it took a decision by the 
High Court to allow the protest to 
happen. This is, of course, the ñþag of 
the enemyò, and Palestinian citizens of 
Israel are expected to proudly wave the 
Israeli þag with the Star of David, as an 
expression of their national identity.

I am constantly impressed by 
peopleôs creativity: a party scheduled 
for Saturday was not cancelled because 
of the war, but it turned instead into a 
protest event, with drag kings dressing 
up as soldiers and parodying the ýghting. 
A group of Jewish and Palestinian 
poets brought out a collection of anti-
war poems and organized a reading 
outside the house of Barak, the Defense 
Minister, to emphasize his responsibility 
for the massive killings ... and these are 
only a few instances that I am aware of, 
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SAN FRANCISCO, CA, December 
30, 2008ðAll day Iôve been thinking 
about Gaza, listening to reports on NPR, 
following the news on the internet when 
I can spare a moment. Iôve been thinking 
about the friends I made there four years 
ago, and wondering how they are faring, 
and imagining their terror as the bombs fall 
on that giant, open-air prison.

The Israeli ambassador speaks 
movingly of the terror felt by Israeli 
children as Hamas rockets explode in the 
night. I agree with himïthat no child should 
have her sleep menaced by rocket ýre, or 
wake in the night fearing death.

But I canôt help but remember one night 
on the Rafah border, sleeping in a house 
close to the line, watching the children dive 
for cover as bullets thudded into the walls. 
There was a shell-hole in the back room 
they liked to jump through into the garden, 
which at that time still held fruit trees and 
chickens. Their mother fed me eggs, and 
their grandmother stuffed oranges into my 
pockets with the shy pride every gardener 
shares. That house is gone, now, along with 
all of its neighbors. Those children wake 
in the night, every night of their lives, in 
terror. I donôt know if they have survived 
the hunger, the lack of medical supplies, the 
bombs. I only know that they are children, 
too.

Iôve ridden on busses in Israel. I 
understand that gnawing fear, the squirrely 
feeling in the pit of your stomach, how 
you eye your fellow passengers wondering 
if any of them are too thick around the 
middle. Could that portly fellow be wearing 
a suicide belt, or just too many late night 
snacks of hummus? Thatôs no way to live.

But Iôve also walked the pock-marked 
streets of Rafah, where every house bears 
the scars of Israeli snipers, where tanks 
prowled the border every night, where 
children played in the rubble, sometimes 
under ýre, and this was all four years ago, 
when things were much, much better there.

And I just donôt get it. I mean, I get 
why suicide bombs and homemade rockets 
that kill innocent civilians are wrong. I just 
donôt get why bombs from F16s that kill 
far more innocent civilians are right. Why 
a kid from the ghetto who shoots a cop is 
a criminal, but a pilot who bombs a police 
station from the air is a hero.

Is it a distance thing? Does the air or the 
altitude confer a purifying effect? Or is it a 
matter of scale? Individual murder is vile, 
but mass murder, carried out by a state as 
an aspect of national policy, thatôs a ýne 
and noble thing? I donôt get how my own 
people can be doing this. Or rather, I do get 
it. I am a Jew, by birth and upbringing, born 
six years after the Holocaust ended, raised 
on the myth and hope of Israel. The myth 
goes like this:

ñFor two thousand years we 
wandered in exile, homeless and  
persecuted, nearly destroyed 
utterly by the Nazis. But out of 
that suffering was born one good 
thing-the homeland that we have 
come back to, our own land at last, 
where we can be safe, and proud, 
and  strong.ò

Thatôs a powerful story, a moving 
story. Thereôs only one problem with itï it 
leaves the Palestinians out. It has to leave 
them out, for if we were to admit that the 

On Gaza
by Starhawk       

homeland belonged to another people, well, 
that spoils the story.

The result is a kind of psychic blind spot 
where the Palestinians are concerned. If you 
are truly invested in Israel as the Jewish 
homeland, the Jewish state, then you canôt 
let the Palestinians be real to you. Itôs like 
you canôt really focus on them. Golda Meir 
said, ñThe Palestinians, who are they? They 
donôt exist.ò We hear, ñThere is no partner 
for peace,ò ñThere is no one to talk to.ò 

And so Israel, a modern state with high 
standards of hygiene, a state rooted in a 
religion that requires washing your hands 
before you eat and regular, ritual baths, 
builds settlements that donôt bother to 
construct sewage treatment plants. They just 
dump raw sewage onto the Palestinian ýelds 
across the fence, somewhat like a spaceship 
ejecting its wastes into the void. I am truly 
not making this upïIôve seen it, smelled it, 
and itôs a known though shameful fact. 

But if the Palestinians arenôt really realï
who are they? They donôt exist!ï then the 
land they inhabit becomes a kind of void in 
the psyche, and it isnôt really real, either. At 
times, in those border villages, walking the 
fencelines of settlements, you feel like you 
have slipped into a science ýction movie, 
where parallel universes exist in the same 
space, but in different strands of reality, that 
never touch.

When I was on the West Bank, during 
Israeli incursions the Israeli military would 
often take over a Palestinian house to billet 
their soldiers. Many times, they would 
simply lock the family who owned it into 
one room, and keep them there, sometimes 
for hours, sometimes for days parents, 
grandparents, kids and all. Iôve sat with a 
family, singing to the children while soldiers 
trashed their house, and Iôve been detained 
by a group of soldiers playing cards in the 
kitchen with a family locked in the other 
room. (I got out of that one-but thatôs 
another story.)

Itôs a kind of uneasy feeling, having 
something locked away in a room in your 
house that you canôt look at. Ever caught a 
mouse in a glue trap? And you canôt bear to 
watch it suffer, so you leave the room and 
close the door and donôt come back until itôs 
really, really dead. 

Like a horriýc fractal, the locked room 
repeats on different scales. The Israelis have 
built a wall to lock away the West Bank. And 
Gaza itself is one huge, locked room. Close 
the borders, keep food and medical supplies 
and necessities from getting through, and 
perhaps they will just quietly fade out of 
existence and stop spoiling our story.

ñAll we want is a return to calm,ò the 
Israeli ambassador says. ñAll we want is 
peace.ò

One way to get peace is to exterminate 
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The Hamas Pime Minister
Ismail Haniyeh

Has announced his readiness
To accept the State of Israel

Within the 1967 borders
The Israeli Prime Minister

Ehud Olmert
Has declared that Israel

Must return to the 1967 borders
But on the ground
Our government
Is carrying out

Incursion after incursion
Into the Gaza Strip

Causing death and escalation
Ad in Haaretz, November 14, 2008

What else is new?
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provided by the United States.

Information for action: You can go 
directly to two websites: End the Occupation 
and United for Peace and Justice and get to 
working links.

You can email Obama or post comments 
at http://change.com

Ali Abunimah, of the Electric Intifada, 
wrote, ñPalestinians everywhere are asking 
for solidarity, real solidarity, in the form 
of sustained, determined political action.ò 
In light of our countryôs enabling role in 
Israelôs war on the Gaza Strip, it is the least 
we can do. Hereôs how: 

1. Attend a protest or vigil, or organize 
one yourself. 2. Contact the White House, 
the State Department, your Representative 
and Senators, and the Obama Transition 
Team to protest Israelôs war on Gaza 
and demand an immediate cease-ýre. 
White House: 202-456-
1111 or whitehouse.gov;State 
Department: 202-647-6575
Congress: 202-224-3121 or 1 800 828 0498. 
3. Make your voice heard in the media. 
Contact your local media by phoning into a 
talk show or writing a letter to the editor.

4. Tell President-Elect Barack Obama 
that we need a change in Israel/Palestine 
policy. change.com 5. Sign up to organize 
people in your community to end U.S. 
military aid to Israel. 

6. Come to Washington, DC for 
Inauguration Day on January 20. Upwards 
of 4 million people are expected in 
Washington, DC for President-Elect 
Obamaôs inauguration. This is a perfect time 
for us to reach out to and educate our fellow 
citizens about U.S. policy toward Palestine/
Israel. 7. Join Democracy in Action in 
Washington, DC for a Grassroots Advocacy 
Training and Lobby Day on February 1-2. 
http://www2.democracyinaction.org/

Interfaith Peace-Builders and the 
US Campaign are organizing this exciting 
two-day event, featuring interactive, 
skills-building workshops and the chance 
to meet with your Representative and 
Senators to discuss U.S. policy toward 
Israel/Palestine. Spaces are ýlling up fast. 
~ Starhawk is an activist, organizer, and 
author of The Earth Path, as well as Webs 
of Power: Notes from the Global Uprising, 
The Fifth Sacred Thing; and eight other 
books on feminism, politics and earth-based 
spirituality. She teaches Earth Activist 
Training that combines permaculture 
design and activist skills, and works to 
offer training and support for mobilizations 
around global justice and peace issues. 
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what threatens you. In fact, that may be the 
prime directive of the last few thousand 
years.

But attempts to exterminate pests 
breed resistance, whether youôre dealing 
with insects or bacteria or people. The 
more insecticides you pour on a ýeld, the 
more pests you have to deal withï because 
insecticides are always more potent at 
killing the beneýcial bugs than the pesky 
ones.

The harshness, the crackdowns, the 
border closings, the checkpoints, the 
assassinations, the incursions, the building 
of settlements deep into Palestinian territory, 
all the daily frustrations and humiliations 
of occupation, have been breeding the 
conditions for Hamas, or something like it, 
to thrive. If Israel truly wants peace, thereôs 
a more subtle, a more intelligent and more 
effective strategy to pursue than simply 
trying to kill the enemy and anyone else 
who happens to be in the vicinity.

Itôs this-instead of killing what threatens 
you, feed what you want to grow. Consider 
in what conditions peace can thrive, and 
create them, just as you would prepare the 
bed for the crops you want to plant. Find 
those among your opponents who also want 
peace, and support them. Make alliances. 
Offer your enemies incentives to change, 
and reward your friends.

Of course, to follow such a strategy, you 
must actually see and know your enemy. 
If they are nothing to you but cartoon 
characters of terrorists, you will not be 
able to tell one from another, to discern the 
religious fanatic from the guy muttering 
under his breath, ñF-ing Hammas, they 
closed the cinema again!ò

And you must be willing to give 
something up. No one gets peace if 
your basic bargaining position is, ñI get 
everything I want, and you eat my shit.ò 
You might get a temporary victory, but it 
will never be a peaceful one.

To know and see the enemy, you must let 
them into the story. They must become real 
to you, nuanced, distinctive as individuals. 
But when we let the Palestinians into the 
story, it changes. Oh, how painfully it 
changes! For there is no way to tell a new 
story, one that includes both peoples of the 
land, without starting like this:

ñIn our yearning for a 
homeland, in our attempts as a 
threatened and traumatized people 
to ýnd safety and power, we have 
done a great wrong to another 
people, and now we must atone.ò

Just try saying it. If you, like me, were 
raised on that other story, just try this one 
out. Say it three times. It hurts, yes, but it 
might also bring a great, liberating sense of 
relief with it. 

And if youôre not Jewish, if youôre 
American, if youôre white, if youôre 
German, if youôre a thousand other things, 
really, if youôre a human being, thereôs 
probably some version of that story that is 
true for you. 

Out of our own great need and fear and 
pain, we have often done great harm, and we 
are called to atone. To atone is to be at one-to 
stop drawing a circle that includes our tribe 
and excludes the other, and start drawing a 
larger circle that takes everyone in. 

How do we atone? Open your eyes. Look 
into the face of the enemy, and see a human 
being, þawed, distinct, unique and precious. 
Stop killing. Start talking. Compost the shit 
and the rot and feed the olive trees.

Act. Cross the line. There are Israelis 
who do it all the time, joining with 
Palestinians on the West Bank to protest 
the wall, watching at checkpoints, refusing 
to serve in the occupying army, standing for 
peace. Thousands have demonstrated this 
week in Tel Aviv.

There are Palestinians who advocate 
nonviolent resistance, who have organized 
their villages to protest the wall, who face 
tear gas, beatings, arrests, rubber bullets and 
real bullets to make their stand.

There are internationals who have put 
themselves on the line-like the boatload 
of human rights activists, journalists and 
doctors on board the Dignity, the ship from 
the Free Gaza movement that was rammed 
and ýred on by the Israeli navy yesterday as 
it attempted to reach Gaza with humanitarian 
aid. 

Maybe we canôt all do that. But we can 
all write a letter, make a phone call, send an 
email. We can make the Palestinian people 
visible to us, and to the world. When we do 
so, we make a world that is safer for every 
child.

Below is a good summary of some of 
the actions we can take. Please feel free 
to repost this. In fact, send it to someone 
you think will disagree with it. ~ Starhawk

Action Alert on Gaza: Dec. 29, 2008
We Need ñSustained, Determined Political 
Actionò 

As of this writing, a third consecutive 
day of Israeli attacks on the Gaza Strip have 
killed an estimated 315 Palestinians and 
injured more than 1,400. According to the 
UN, at least 51 of the victims were civilians 
and 8 were children. Israeli Defense Minister 
Ehud Barak has vowed ominously ña war to 
the bitter end.ò 

Israelôs attacks on the Gaza Strip are 
being carried out with F16 ýghter jets, 
Apache helicopters, and naval gunboats all 
given to Israel by the United States with our 
tax dollars.

From 2001-2006, the United States 
transferred to Israel more than $200 million 
worth of spare parts to þy its þeet of F16ôs 
and more than $100 million worth of 
helicopter spare parts for its þeet of Apaches. 
In July 2008, the United States gave Israel 
186 million gallons of JP-8 aviation jet fuel 
and signed a contract to transfer an addition 
$1.9 billion worth of littoral combat ships to 
the Israeli navy. Last year, the United States 
signed a $1.3 billion contract with Raytheon 
to transfer to Israel thousands of TOW, 
Hellýre, and ñbunker busterò missiles.

Make no mistake about it-Israelôs war on 
the Gaza Strip would not be possible without 
the jets, helicopters, ships, missiles, and fuel 

Gaza: Perspectives
WASHINGTON, D.C., January 5, 

2009ð Interviews are available of the 
following persons as arranged by Sam 
Husseine of Institute for Public Accuracy.

Edward L. Peck, (301) 652-8318, 
peckfsi@verizon.net: Ambassador Peck 
spent November with a delegation to the 
Mideast organized by the Council for 
the National Interest. He was chief of 
mission in Iraq and Mauritania and deputy 
director of the White House Task Force on 
Terrorism in the Reagan administration. 

He said today: ñThere are a number of 
forces at play. One prevents reasonable, 
balanced information on the situation in 
Gaza and the West Bank getting to the U.S. 
public, which is not well informed ï or very 
interested ï in part for that precise reason. 
The internationally-organized Free Gaza 
ship (trying to break the decades-long 
sea blockade) being rammed by Israel last 
week, for example, did not receive a word 
of coverage in the Washington Post. 

ñNot many people know that Israel 
has imprisoned dozens of democratically 
elected Hamas parliamentarians. Theyôre 
part of what some people call a óterrorist 
group,ô so anything goes. And that may be 
the deepest level of bias. The U.S. has a 
legal deýnition of international terrorism: 
Title 18, U.S. Code, Section 2331. The 
list includes intimidating and coercing 
a civilian population, kidnapping and 
assassination, an accurate description of 
what Israel has done and is doing.ò 

James Abourezk, (605) 334-8402, ge
orgepatton45@gmail.com, a  former U.S. 
senator from South Dakota, Abourezk said 
today about the situation in Gaza: ñThe 
people have no place to hide, no place to 
run to escape the indiscriminate bombing 
and killing of the civilians there. What the 
Israelis are doing is in complete violation 
of the Geneva Conventions with respect to 
collective punishment. The Palestinians are 
involuntarily paying the price for the Israeli 
elections coming up in February, where the 
candidates are trying to show that each is 
more brutal than the other. ...

ñHamas held itself to the truce, which 
was broken when the Israeli military raided 
in Gaza and killed six Hamas people. 
Hamas responded by ýring homemade 
rockets into southern Israel, which is 
exactly what Barak and Livni wanted them 
to do.

ñWhat is happening is that the 
Palestinian rockets are landing on homes 
and land that they themselves were 
terrorized and chased out of when Israel 
wanted to create a state.ò

For further background information, 
see: http://GazaSiege.org. For more 
information, contact at the Institute for 
Public Accuracy: Sam Husseini, (202) 347-
0020, (202) 421-6858; or David Zupan, 
(541) 484-9167

 

The People of Gaza
ñGaza is also ýlled with very creative 

people: all sorts of artists, musicians, actors, 
dancers, who hone their skills and dream. 
There are teachers and doctors and lawyers 
and nurses and engineers. And there are lots 
and lots of students who dream and hope, in 
spite of the fact that their options are fewer 
than most of us can imagine.  

ñGaza is ýlled, literally, with children 
who can describe the villages that were taken 
from their families two or more generations 
ago. They can tell you the number of 
olive trees that surrounded the house, or 
describe the scent of citrus blossoms that 
ýlled the air, or the old man who lived two 
houses down who always sang whenever 
he walked, and how his voice was terribly 
unmelodic, but what an enormous void 
there was when he died.ò ï  Laila Halaby

The Palestine ~ Israel Notebook has been produced to help create a better 
understanding of the situation regarding the people of Israel and Palestine. May 
we have the wisdom and courage to nonviolently end the current conþagration 
and ýnd a solution which brings dignity and security to both peoples ï and, in 
the process, ourselves. As Phyllis Bennis says, ñWe have work to do.ò Letôs do  
it!  Lee Loe, Editor. For copies, contact me at leeloe@igc.org;  713 524 2682.




